areas of territorial, economic, social, and institutional rebuilding, the conference said that this help would "support (the government's) vision and Action Plan (and would) be delivered in a manner that (strengthened) the authority of the State." The concept of decentralization was supported and women's leadership and participation were recognized as critical. Emphasis was placed inter alia on protection of the most vulnerable, the promotion of human rights and gender equality, and an enabling environment for the private sector. An Interim Haiti Recovery Commission (IHRC) was established, to be cochaired by the then Haitian prime minister, Jean-Max Bellerive, and the United Nations Secretary-General's Special Envoy to Haiti, former US president Bill Clinton. President Ren é Pr é val would have the final say on proposals from the commission, which would be replaced after 18 months by a Haitian Development Authority. Also set up was a Haiti Reconstruction Fund for which the World Bank would act as Fiscal Agent (International Donors' Conference Towards a New Future for Haiti: Statement by Co-hosts and Co-chairs, 2010 ).
Considerations
What are some of the considerations that need to be taken into account in the relationship between Haiti and the regional and international states and communities? The first consideration isconsultation and inclusion. The Action Plan for National Recovery and Development of Haiti that was presented at the New York conference of March 31, 2010, states that it "is not exclusively a state, government or Parliament plan. It is a plan for all sectors of Haitian society where everyone is called upon to play a role in searching for the collective interest that is ultimately the best guarantee of individual interests in an inclusive society." Elsewhere, the plan avers that "key sectors of Haitian society were consulted" in its formulation. But if these sectors were indeed consulted, it is surprising that 26 NGOs, some of them of major importance within Haiti, could on March 18 issue a statement regretting that the plan was being "presented to donors first, without first having exhausted a broad process of consultation with Haitian civil society" (Statement by 26
